
 
 

 

 

Assessment within our Early Years Reception classes is based upon on-going observations and lies at the heart of all 

our practices.  Teachers and practitioners observe children as they act and interact in their play, every day activities 

and planned activities and assess children’s progress.      

Observations focus upon: 

1. The characteristics of effective learning; playing and exploring, active learning, creating and thinking critically. 

2. Prime and specific areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum – as detailed below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our staff use observational assessment to understand children’s learning and focus their assessments upon 

watching, listening, questioning and interacting with children as they engage in everyday activities, events and 

experiences, and demonstrate their specific knowledge, skills and understanding. 

Observational assessment is the most reliable way of building up an accurate picture of children’s development and 
learning. This is especially true where the attainment demonstrated is not dependent on overt adult support. 
Observational assessment is central to understanding what children really know and can do. 

Learning opportunities will be planned within daily lessons but some may be a spontaneous capture of an important 
moment. It is likely that observations of everyday activities will provide evidence of attainment in more than one 
area of learning. 

Throughout the year, Reception teachers use their observations and record children’s progress against the 
development matter bands, i.e.  

 

Assessment at Oak Meadow Primary School 

Reception: 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of the year, further summative assessments are made against Early Learning Goals and a teacher 
assessment is made awarding a 1 or a 2 indicating children working towards end of Foundation Stage expectations 
(1) or working at the expected standard (2).  Once summative assessments are complete, the data is used to: 

• Inform parents about their child’s development against the Early Learning Goals and the characteristics of their 
learning; 

• Support a smooth transition to Key Stage 1 (KS1) by informing the professional dialogue between EYFS and KS1 
teachers; 

• Help Year 1 teachers plan an effective, responsive and appropriate curriculum that will meet the needs of all 
children.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Phonics Screening Check is meant to show how well your child can use the phonics skills they’ve learned up to 
the end of Year 1, and to identify children who need extra phonics help.  The Department for Education defines the 
checks as “short, light-touch assessments” that take about four to nine minutes to complete. 

The checks consist of 40 words and non-words that children will be asked to read one-on-one with a member of 

staff – often their own classteacher for whom they already have a relationship with. Non-words (or nonsense words) 

are a collection of letters that will follow phonics rules children have been taught, but don’t mean anything – 

 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Test  

 



 

children will need to read these with the correct sounds to show that they understand the phonics rules behind 

them. 

The 40 words and non-words are divided into two sections – one with simple word structures of three or four letters, 

and one with more complex word structures of five or six letters. The teacher administering the check with children 

will give them a few practice words to read first – including some non-words – so they understand more about what 

they have to do. Each of the non-words is presented with a picture of a monster / alien, as if the word were their 

name (and so your child doesn't think the word is a mistake because it doesn't make sense!). 

Child will be scored against a national standard, and the main result will be whether or not they fall below, within or 

above this standard. 

You will be told how your child did, but schools’ results will not be published. If your child’s score falls below the 

standard, they will be given extra phonics help and can re-take the Phonics Screening Check in Year 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

With the introduction of the new National Curriculum 2014, ‘life without levels’ was introduced.  Children’s 
attainment and progress towards meeting their age-related expectations through the school year, assessment 
judgements will be made using the following terms:  

1. Entering: pupils are ‘entering’ within the age-related expectations, e.g. 3E. 
2. Developing: pupils are developing within their age-related expectations, e.g. 3D. 
3. Secure: pupils are secure within their knowledge and understanding of their year group’s age-related 

expectations, e.g. 3S. 
4. Mastery: if pupils are secure within their age-related expectations, opportunities will be presented by 

classteachers to ‘master’ the National Curriculum’s objectives.       

At the end of Year 2 and 6, your child will be required to sit statutory tests.  There will not be a formal test to assess 
your child’s writing – this will be done through teacher assessment using evidence from your child’s exercise books.   

 

 

KS1 English reading test 

 National Curriculum Assessment Year 1 - 6 

Year 2 and 6 Standardised Assessment Tests (SATs) 

Year 2 and 6 SAT Test Information 



 
The reading test has a greater emphasis on the comprehension elements of the curriculum. There are 2 reading 
papers, one with the texts and questions combined and one with more challenging texts with the questions in a 
separate booklet. Both papers must be administered to all pupils.  

Each paper will have a selection of unrelated texts of increasing difficulty. There will be a mixture of text genres.  

Paper 1 consists of a combined reading prompt and answer booklet. It is expected that the test will take 
approximately 30 minutes to complete but it is not strictly timed. The paper includes a list of useful words and some 
practice questions for teachers to use to introduce the contexts and question types to pupils.  

Paper 2 consists of a reading answer booklet and a separate reading booklet. It is expected that the test will take 
approximately 40 minutes to complete but it is not strictly timed. There are no practice questions on this paper.  

KS1 English grammar, punctuation and spelling test 

The grammar, punctuation and spelling test has an emphasis on technical aspects of grammar. There are 2 papers, 
Paper 1: spelling and Paper 2: questions. The written task has been removed and writing will instead be assessed 
through teacher assessment.  

Paper 1: spelling consists of an answer booklet for pupils to complete and a test transcript to be read by the test 
administrator. Pupils will have approximately 15 minutes to complete the test but it is not strictly timed, writing the 
20 missing words in the answer booklet.  

Paper 2: questions consist of a single test paper focusing on pupils’ knowledge of grammar, punctuation and 
vocabulary. Pupils will have approximately 20 minutes to complete the questions in the test paper but it is not 
strictly timed. There will be no contextualised questions in the test (as there were in the initial sample questions).  

KS1 mathematics test 

In mathematics, there are two papers, Paper 1: arithmetic and Paper 2: reasoning. 

Paper 1: arithmetic assesses pupils’ confidence and mathematical fluency with whole numbers, place-value and 
counting. The test consists of a single test paper. It is expected that the test will take approximately 20 minutes to 
complete but it is not strictly timed.  

Some items in the arithmetic test have grids in the answer spaces or working out spaces. The grids are there for 
questions where the pupils may benefit from using more formal methods for calculations.  

Paper 2: reasoning assesses pupils’ mathematical fluency, problem solving and reasoning skills. This test consists of a 
single test paper. It is expected that the reasoning paper will take approximately 35 minutes to complete but it is not 
strictly timed. The paper includes a practice question and 5 aural questions. After the aural questions, the time for 
the remainder of the paper should be approximately 30 minutes.  

 

 

Tests for Year 6 pupils are as follows: 

• English reading: reading booklet and associated answer booklet 
• English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 1: short answer questions 
• English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 2: spelling 
• Mathematics Paper 1: arithmetic 
• Mathematics Paper 2: reasoning 
• Mathematics Paper 3: reasoning 

Year 6 SAT Test Information 



 
KS2 English reading test 

The English reading test will have a greater focus on fictional texts. There is also a greater emphasis on the 
comprehension elements of the new curriculum. The test consists of a reading booklet and a separate answer 
booklet.  

Pupils will have a total of 1 hour to read the 3 texts in the reading booklet and complete the questions at their own 
pace. There will be a mixture of genres of text. The least-demanding text will come first with the following texts 
increasing in level of difficulty.  

Pupils can approach the test as they choose: e.g. working through one text and answering the questions before 
moving on to the next. The questions are worth a total of 50 marks. 

KS2 English grammar, punctuation and spelling test 

The new grammar, punctuation and spelling test has a greater focus on knowing and applying grammatical 
terminology with the full range of punctuation tested. 

The new national curriculum sets out clearly which technical terms in grammar are to be learnt by pupils and these 
are explicitly included in the test and detailed in the new test framework. It also defines precise spelling patterns and 
methodologies to be taught, and these are the basis of spellings in the test. 

There will be no contextual items in the test.  

As in previous years, there are two papers, Paper 1: questions and Paper 2: spelling. 

Paper 1: questions consist of a single test paper. Pupils will have 45 minutes to complete the test, answering the 
questions in the test paper. The questions are worth 50 marks in total.  

Paper 2: Spelling consists of an answer booklet for pupils to complete and a test transcript to be read by the test 
administrator. Pupils will have approximately 15 minutes to complete the test, but it is not strictly timed, by writing 
the 20 missing words in the answer booklet. The questions are worth 20 marks in total. 

KS2 mathematics test 

There are 3 papers; Paper 1: arithmetic; Paper 2: reasoning; and Paper 3: reasoning. 

Paper 1: arithmetic replaces the mental mathematics test. The arithmetic test assesses basic mathematical 
calculations. The test consists of a single test paper. Pupils will have 30 minutes to complete the test, answering the 
questions in the test paper. The paper consists of 36 questions which are worth a total of 40 marks.  

The questions will cover straightforward addition and subtraction and more complex calculations with fractions 
worth 1 mark each, and long divisions and long multiplications worth 2 marks each.  

Papers 2 and 3 each consist of a single test paper. Pupils will have 40 minutes to complete each test, answering the 
questions in the test paper. Each paper will have questions worth a total of 35 marks. 

In some answer spaces, where pupils need to show their method, square grids are provided for the questions on the 
arithmetic paper and some of the questions on Paper 2. 



 

ASSESSMENT 
WITHIN PHASES 
EARLY YEARS  

• ‘Capturing the Journey’ – a continuous means of assessment using 2simple software.  
Attainment and progress is assessed and monitored against the Early Year’s Development 
Bands.   

• Half termly ‘Read Write Inc’ (RWI) phonic tests.   

• Summer term assessment against Early Learning Goals.   

YEAR 1 
• Half termly Read Write Inc (RWI) assessment of pupils’ progress towards their learning 

and progress of phonics.  Outcomes from assessment supports pupils’ differentiated 
groupings. 

• Termly administration of ‘The Salford Reading Test’ to support the measuring of pupils’ 
reading progress.  

• Weekly spelling tests following pupils’ learning of spellings within lesson time / learning 
and testing of high frequency words. 

• Frequent ‘Building a Mathematician’ (BAM) assessment of pupils’ maths targets to 
support continuous teacher assessment. 

• Half termly summative maths tests which supports teacher assessment and evidence and 
progress within exercise books. 

• Fortnightly assessment of writing against given criteria.  

• Statutory administration of the ‘Phonic Screening Check’ in June of each year.  Parents / 
Carers are informed of their children’s meeting of the required national standard.   

YEAR 2 
• Diagnostic phonic assessments to support pupils’ comprehensive knowledge of phonics. 

• Termly administration of ‘The Salford Reading Test’ to support the measuring of pupils’ 
reading progress.  

• Frequent assessment of pupils’ writing against given criteria. 

• Weekly spelling tests. 

• Frequent ‘Building a Mathematician’ (BAM) assessment of pupils’ maths targets to 
support continuous teacher assessment. 

• Half termly summative maths tests which supports teacher assessment and evidence and 
progress within exercise books. 

• Half termly summative assessments of reading, grammar and maths to support teacher 
assessment and identification of next steps for learning. 

• End of Key Stage One Standardised Assessment Tests (SATs) in: 

English:  reading, spelling, punctuation and grammar tests (SPaG).  Writing will be teacher 
assessed and moderated. 

Mathematics: arithmetic and reasoning tests.   



 

Years 3-6 

(Key Stage Two) 

• Termly administration of ‘The Salford Reading Test’ to support the measuring of pupils’ 
reading progress. 

• Fortnightly assessment of writing to support half termly teacher assessment and next step 
learning and teaching. 

• Weekly spelling tests. 

• Half termly spelling, punctuation and grammar testing.   

• Half termly summative testing of reading. 

• Frequent ‘Building a Mathematician’ (BAM) assessment of pupils’ maths targets to 
support continuous teacher assessment. 

• Half termly summative maths tests which supports teacher assessment and evidence and 
progress within exercise books. 

• End of Key Stage Two Standardised Assessment Tests (SATs) in: 

English: reading, spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) and school-based assessment 
of writing – assessed by classteachers.   

Mathematics: arithmetic and reasoning.  

Science: sample schools are selected biennially for science testing which takes place in 
June.   

Non-Core 
Subject 
Assessment  

In addition to the above assessments, pupils’ skills are formatively assessed in PE and pupils’ 
progress is recorded against key learning objectives within all National Curriculum subjects.   

 

 

 


