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Importance of Writing
Writing is an act of expression and communication. We write in order to ‘Make our Mark’

• Writing is a key indicator of a child’s reading ability. The connection between reading and writing 

runs deep. Teaching children how to write at a young age helps them recognise the connection 

between letters, sounds and the words phonetic sounds create. 

• Writing helps children to communicate their thoughts and is a way for them to express themselves. 

The ability to use words to express innermost thoughts is priceless and learning how to write will 

enable your child to communicate with the world in a more meaningful manner. 

• Writing enhances critical thinking. Experts say that writing enhances problem-solving and critical 

thinking skills because words need to be written down in a particular order and structure. Thus, 

children clearly need to process information to form words and construct sentences. 

• Writing encourages creativity and imagination. Writing offers a blank canvas for children to 

develop their imagination. Putting pen/pencil to paper is not just therapeutic for many, but also a 

great outlet for creativity.  



Writing in everyday life
• Emails 

• Shopping lists

• Filling out forms  

• Invitations 

• Instant messages (texting) 

• Journaling 

• Searching online 

• Job applications 

• Writing stories 

• Writing poems 

• Writing letters 



National Curriculum 
The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 focuses on:

• transcription (spelling and handwriting)

• composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing) 

The National Curriculum states that: 

“A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that 

they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others. Through reading in particular, 

pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and 

spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also 

enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know.”  



National Curriculum 
Within school, we aim to ensure that all pupils can:

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 

conventions for reading, writing and spoken language

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for 

a range of contexts, purposes and audiences

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 

their understanding and ideas

• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in debate.



Early Writing 

The Early Years Curriculum states that: 

• ‘Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating 

ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).’

The writing process begins with children developing their reading skills so that they are 

able to apply what sounds they have been taught within their own writing. RWI is the 

scheme that is used within school to teach children phonic sounds, which focus on 

decoding words and reading fluently and accurately. When children have learnt these 

skills they will be able to apply their sound knowledge to write initial sounds and attempt 

to write meaningful sentences. 



Early Writing 

Within the Reception setting, there are a range of 

opportunities throughout the class to support writing 

through play. This can include

• Letter formation activities 

• Fine motor exercises 

• List writing challenges 

• Mark making 

• Labelling pictures or items 

• Using pictures to promote writing 

• Sound pebbles 

• Post boxes 

• Role play



Handwriting
• Handwriting involves developing fine motor skills which are 

necessary to create print forms such as alphabet letters. 

• Once these fine motor skills have been developed, children 

can concentrate on how they form each individual letter 

and then move on to joining. 

• At Oak Meadow we follow the Nelson Handwriting scheme. 

This scheme allows children to build up to writing in a 

Cursive style. 

• Please copy and paste this link to watch a short overview 

video on the Nelson Handwriting programme. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzZA5CeyMQY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzZA5CeyMQY


Handwriting
Pen Grip and Posture: A video demonstrating the correct pencil grip and posture for both right- and left-

handed children.



Handwriting

• At Oak Meadow, children are encouraged to focus on their presentation 

throughout all lessons. 

• Once children have mastered consistent letter formation, sizing and 

joins, they are rewarded with a Pen License. 

. 



Aspects of Writing: ‘SPaG’

Spelling         Punctuation       Grammar

• SPaG is taught throughout our English lessons, often using the text we 

are focusing on for our reading and writing to help embed skills and 

make learning more interesting for children. 

• Grammar is tested in Year 2 and 6 SATs

• Year 2 and 6 SATs tests Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar



Spelling
• Being able to spell words correctly is incredibly important.

• Learning spellings within school is progressive and the programmes that we use are 

aimed to build on children’s prior spelling knowledge.

• It is important that spelling patterns are focused on when teaching/ learning spellings. 

For example ‘ck’  kick,  tick,  flick

• At Oak Meadow we are now setting spellings via Spelling Shed. This application 

allows children to practise their spellings at home through the use of games and 

challenges. Login details for your child can be found in their Reading Diaries. 

• Please see Word Lists on the next 3 slides. These are typical words that your child 

needs to know how to spell. The spelling patterns for these words are set with your 

child’s weekly home spellings. 









Punctuation

Capital letters

• Throughout primary school, children build on their 

punctuation knowledge. This allows for progression and 

for children to be given the chance to revisit and apply 

punctuation they already know. 

• Children start with the basics of capital letters and full 

stops and then move to punctuation such as; inverted 

commas, brackets and colons as they progress through 

school. 

• Children are assessed on if they are using the correct 

type of punctuation, the placement of their punctuation 

and their ability to edit incorrect punctuation. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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Grammar
• Grammar now plays a large role in Y2 and Y6 SATs, with a Grammar, 

punctuation and spelling paper included in KS1 SATs and KS2 SATs since 2016.

• During their time at Oak Meadow, children are expected to know different 

grammatical terminology and understand a range of grammatical concepts.

• At Oak Meadow, we teach grammar through our daily English lessons. This 

teaching is progressive and allows children to build on their prior knowledge as 

they progress throughout the school. 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/ks1-sats-questions-answered
https://www.theschoolrun.com/ks2-sats-in-2020


10 Day Writing Cycle
At Oak Meadow, we use the ‘10 day writing cycle’. This gives children the opportunity to focus on one 

style of writing for example, a character description . Children are shown a model text at the start of 

the cycle, then are given time to explore and practice the main skills needed in order to successfully 

recreate their own text type. Within the cycle, children are given the opportunity to plan and draft 

their own extended write and then this is assessed at the end of the cycle. 



Creative Writing  
At Oak Meadow, we are always trying to encourage children to express their 

creativity through their writing. We believe that when children are first 

introduced to a story or text they have to ‘step into that world’ and almost 

immerse themselves into the settings, characters, purposes and plots. 

At the start of every 10 day writing cycle, we aim to ‘hook’ the children into 

the text, by using drama, props or big questions. We feel this immediately 

gives the children a purpose to write and subsequently makes writing more 

fun and interesting for them. 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/TRN6rsuDjfk (see this video for examples of 

hooks). 

We ensure children cover a wide range of texts during their school years. 

This provides them with the variety they need in order to be able to write for 

different purposes later on in life. 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/TRN6rsuDjfk


Talk for Writing 

What is Talk for Writing? 
Talk for Writing is a unique process that uses spoken activities to develop writing skills. Quality writing is created by 
first expanding and developing students' oral language skills and then teaching the necessary steps for exceptional 

sentence, paragraph and text construction. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VI2OWdZo6nY

• The Talk for Writing approach enables children to read and write independently for a variety of audiences and 

purposes within different subjects. A key feature is that children internalise the language structures needed to 

write through ‘talking the text’, as well as close reading. 

• The approach moves from dependence towards independence, with the teacher using shared and guided teaching 

to develop the ability in children to write creatively and powerfully.

• Schools underpin their English work by establishing a core reading spine of quality fiction, poetry and non-fiction 

that all children experience and draw upon. Imaginative units of work are developed to create a whole-school 

plan that is refined over the years, is well-resourced and documented to release teachers from planning and 

preparation so that they can focus on adapting their teaching for children’s learning.

Talk for Writing website: https://www.talk4writing.com/about/

At Oak Meadow we use the Talk for Writing approach.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VI2OWdZo6nY
https://www.talk4writing.com/about/


How to Support writing at home

Be a writing role model Read, read, read! Provide a place for your 

child to write 

Provide authentic 

writing opportunities 

Make sure your child sees you as 

a writer. Point out times that 

you have used writing to 

communicate with others. Discuss 

authentic writing in the 

community such as articles and 

letters in the newspaper, on 

billboards or in written 

advertisements. Discuss the 

purpose of the writing and the 

target audience. When your 

child writes, you should write. 

The best activity to improve 

writing is reading. If your 

child reads good books, he will 

be a better writer. Reading 

exposes students to general 

vocabulary, word study and 

content-specific vocabulary. 

Through reading, students see 

a variety of authors’ 

techniques that they can use 

in their own writing.

The area can be anywhere in 

the home, or even outside!

Ensure children have supplies 

such as paper, pencils and 

crayons. You can also gather 

family photos and magazines 

in the centre that can be used 

as story starters.

Have your child write their 

own thank-you notes, party 

invitations and letters to 

family. Let your child make 

the grocery list. Finding a pen 

pal for your child would 

make writing “real.” Helping 

children make the connection 

between writing and the 

“real” world will increase an 

interest in writing



How to Support writing at home

Start a home vocabulary book Publish writing

Teach your child new words each 

week and encourage them to use 

them. Make it into a game and 

give points for using the new words. 

Your child can keep a vocabulary 

notebook and get rewarded for the 

number of new words learned. The 

words will begin to appear like 

magic in her oral language and 

writing.

Share their writing with others, 

place it on the refrigerator or send

their work into school.

Children will enjoy their writing 

being acknowledged by others and 

this will encourage them to write 

for pleasure at home. 



How to Support writing at home: Books



Practical ideas- to help support writing and vocabulary
Household games and activities are great to help improve conversation, increase exposure to new 

vocabulary, whilst allowing children to have fun at the same time. 
Boggle                          Scattegories


