Oak Meadow Primary School Weekly Newsletter — Friday 5" September 2025: Issue 1

A message from Mr. Lane...

What a fabulous first week back it has been for everyone in the Oak Meadow Family - despite the heavy
rainfall we have seen that has certainly signalled the end of the summer holidays! It has been a privilege to
see the children return, as well as welcoming our new starters, with smiles and laughter in abundance to
see one another again whilst looking forward to the exciting year ahead. It has been wonderful to witness
the positive relationships we pride ourselves upon forge so quickly between children and adults that will
provide the foundation for exemplary learning in the weeks ahead. We have talked with the children about
our ambitions for Full STEAM Ahead and you will have received today a letter for our staff extra-curricular
enrichment options/ clubs, all have been set up with the intent to promote pupils’ individual character and
personal development. | hope you are able to attend our ‘Meet the teacher’ event after school on Monday
to see the exciting learning in store for your child this year whilst allowing you the opportunity to ask teachers
any questions you may have. We will also announce our new House Captains on Monday following
democratic elections today. | wish all nominees the best of luck, knowing that the majority of Year 6 children
have put themselves forward for the prestigious positions. Whatever the outcome children, please know that
| am proud of all of you and thankful for your efforts. Take care everyone and enjoy a lovely weekend.

Upcoming dates for the diary Communication
8" Sept — Mr Benton’s Clubs begin Our doors are always open whenever
h Whol hool i you need us and the main office
The next scheduled 97 Sl Yine © Senss (EEREme number is 01902 558517.

celebration assembly will LSRRl TS
y The school email address is

th
taﬂ:<e place on ?; Sept — Announcement of House oakmeadowprimaryschool@
15" September. aptains wolverhampton.gov.uk
th
8" Sept — Meet the Teacher Also remember to check the school
9" Sept — NSPCC Speak Out, Stay website and follow us on ‘X’
Safe assembly @oakmeadow12
f 12" Sept — Roald Dahl Day Safeguarding Information
12" Sept — Year 4 Swimming begins If you have any concerns about a child,

please contact one of our designated

J 12t S_ept - Oak Meadow P_arllament safequarding leaders (DSL):
of the / meeting with Mr Lane & Miss
Billingsley Mr. Lane (Head of School).
- 15" Sept — Teaching staff extra- Miss. Billingsley (Deputy Headteacher).
P | curricular clubs begin Mr. Hawkins (Assistant Headteacher).
Mrs. Worrallo (Assistant Headteacher).
18" Sept — National Fitness Day Miss. Tomlinson (EYFS/KS1 SENDCo).

24" Sept — Write with us Parent/Carer
Workshops — Y5 & Y6 at 8.50am
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Attendance and Punctuality

Thank you for making sure your child is in school every
day and on time. Remember that our minimum
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attendance target for all children is 96%.

Attending school every day impacts significantly on
your child’s learning and their attainment. Please
see the table below that shows the number of
lessons missed as the attendance rate falls.
Every day counts over the school year:

Make sure your child is an Oak Meadow
attendance H.E.R.O (Here, Every day,
Ready and On Time) by arriving between
8:35 and 8:45am each morning.
Every minute counts over the school year:

Attendance | Equals this | Meaning that 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost!
during the | number of | approximately this . _ :
school days number of lessons 10 minutes late each day = 6.5 days lost!
year absent have been missed 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost!
95% 9 days 50 lessons!
90% 19 days 100 lessons! 20 minutes late each day = 13 days lost!
) |
85% 29 days 150 lessons! 30 minutes late each day = 19 days lost!
Class Attendance for this week
Reception and Key Stage 1

RB 92% Attendance HERO bear winners are class RE — well done!
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Key Stage 2
3H Attendance HERO bear winners are class 3J — well done!
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Drastic effect on
academic achievement

Our combined whole
school attendance for
this week was...
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TIKTOK
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Adults tend to associate online videos with YouTube — but among teens, TikTok is king. The app provides
a stream of short ciips tallored to users’ Interests, based on what they've already watched. Around hall of
British children use TikTok, and while much of the content is benign, Ofcom considers it the opp where
youngsters “were most ikely to encounter a potential harm®,
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CONTENT TSoRep
Whilu TikTok's following feed anty displays
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videos from familiar creators, For You'ls @

colection based on a user's previously wotched
cSpa. Most of these videos wili probably be
inolfenaive, but the app could potentiaily show
omething unsultoble. if children then engoge
with this content, more e It will follow, ThTok's
guicelines prohibit the sharing ol ilegal or
Inapproptiote content, bat the huge number of
uploods means thot a smoll amount inevitobly
sips throwugh

BODY IMAGE AND
DANGEROUS CHALLENGES

According to Ofcom, most online barma
for teers are body Image reloted for gins
(promoting unheaithy eating, body shaming
ond 86 on) end dongeeous stunts for boys, Both
are prevalent on TRTok. One extreme exomple of
the Jatter wos the ‘Dlackout” trend, which
eNCOUroged users 1o hokd their breath untll they
potted out from o lack of exygen. This led 1o Iwo
foenikes filing krwaiits ogoinat TikTok over the
trogic deaths of their childeen.
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IN-APP SPENDING QQ@\

TikTok is free. but users hove the eption to buy 0
TikTok coins, which con be used to purchose

@ifes for cantent creators, Coln bundies ro

frem £9.99 1o on eye-watering £99; while that

mary not sound appeaiing, the app st

generated £7.9 biltion In user spending in 2023,
TikTok's policy is that under-18s can't moke

In-app purchases, but it's pessibie Lo byposs

this with o fole birth oote.
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ENABLE FAMILY PAIRING Q ﬂ
Fomily Poiring ollows parents 10 link their TikTok occount 10 thelr chikd's,

and control settings rematedy. Parents can then turn on Restricted Mode

{recucing the chances of o chid seeing inoppropricte content), set screen-time limits,

make accounts private and manage wivether their child can send messages ~ ond if
they can, to whom. Childroen con't oiter these settings without paremtol oppeoval.
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DISCUSS THE DANGERS

#f & child wants to use TikTok and you're happy fof them Lo de 30, I'e good proctice
10 discuss the potential risks. Ensure that Ivey don't share any identifying persanal
information, ond that they know 10 talk 10 0 trusted odult If theyre worried by
interactiona on the app. Wth more teens using TikTok for news, £'s otso worth talking
about misinfermation and propegonda, and how to identify it,
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CONTACT WITH
STRANGERS =

With more than LS billen uters globady, the
poteatiol for comoct feom strangers on TicTok s
high - especiolly 0% occounts created by
over-16s {or young peopie using o fake date of
Birth) are set 10 public by defouit. This means
that not only is soeneona’s profile visiie to
veryone aise on the app. it 0lso 1uggosts their
videos to others and enobiws anyone to
downiood of comment on them.

MISINFORMATION AND
RADICALISATION

Although the short videos on TikTok tend
1o be mare Irlvolous than the lenger ones on
YouTube, clips can still influence impressionable
minds in a negotive way. Not onlly i there plenty
of dangerous misinformation on ThTok, but
Olgom reports that nearty a third of 12 to
1S-year-olds use TikTok ot 0 News source = %0
you should be wary of misogynistic, rocist or

! conspiracy-thermed materiol shoping how they
o9 the world
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ADDICTIVE DESIGN
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With its conatant stream of eye-catehing
videos, TikTok can be addictive to yeung brains.
In 2024, VX chiiiren spent an average of 17
minwtes per day on the app: that's twice as
vuch 08 In 2020, Excestive use con inmoriers
with young people’s sleop pottems - often
leading to irSobility ~ and distroct them from
othet, healthler octivities. The instostly
skippabie nature of bite - size videos may oo
impoct ehitdron's ability o mointain focus,
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BLOCK IN-APP SPENDING

1@ chitd ks using an IPhone or Androld device 10 occess TikTok, you

con alter thelr settings to prevent them from maeking in-app purchases.
We'd recomenend enabiing this feature, 0s it can be quite sasy for o young
person to spend o signiticant amaunt of reol money buying T Tok coim 10
uricck more features of the app - semetimes without even realising
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READ THE SIGNS

ey ve been emationally fected by semathing they 've seen, It's Impartant to

know how 10 spot the signs. Increased irilobility ond o lack of concentrotion are
potentiol red flage, o4 Is falling 10 complete homewerk of skipping meals. Remember,
the parentol contreds are there 1or 0 reoson, and it’'s never 100 kote to Introduce limits,
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I you're concemed thot o child is spending 100 much time on TikTok, or that . M




