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Developing a love of number and Curiosity of 
Number 

• In Reception, we focus on building a strong sense of 
number and we want to encourage children to spot 
patterns in things they see. Developing a strong 
foundation in the early years equips children with the 
necessary building blocks to succeed. 

• Number sense enables children to develop their 
understanding and confidence when: exploring, 
manipulating and comparing numbers, which then 
supports in their approach to solve problems. 

• Children have a natural instinct to be curious and explore, 
therefore it is important that we assist them, make links 
and highlight patterns in number within everyday life and 
the outdoor world. 



Importance of Number Sense
To develop a strong and secure understanding of number, children should be able to do the 
following: 

• Rote count confidently (saying numbers in order)

• Have a deep understanding of the numbers to 10

• Explore the relationships and connections between numbers 

• Identify patterns within numbers to 10

0+10=
10
1+9=1
0
2+8=1
0
3+7=1
0



Reception knowledge and skills
Throughout Reception, your child will work towards achieving the following Early Learning Goals (ELG): 

ELG: Number 

Children at the expected level of development will:

• Have a deep understanding of numbers to 10, including the composition of each number

• Subtilise (recognising quantities without counting) up to 5

• Automatically recall number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts and double facts.

ELG: Pattern 

Children at the expected level of development will:

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the patterns of the counting system 

• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than 
or the same. 

• Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including even and odds, double facts and how 
quantities can be distributed equally.



Mathematics Through Play 
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